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ASSOCIATE

Phone: +27 21 809 6166 Email: fheese@werksmans.com Location: Stellenbosch

Francisca Heese is an Associate, practising in a number of areas, namely Corporate Mergers & Acquisitions; Private Equity; and Technology

and Innovation. She has advised on M&A transactions; including co-ordinating due diligence investigations in the context of such

transactions. In particular, she has experience in advising on, negotiating and drafting a variety of commercial agreements for clients in the

retail sector, financial services sector, agricultural sector and technology sector. She advises on company law and corporate governance

matters.

PRACTICE AREAS

Commercial

Mergers and Acquisitions

Private Equity

Technology and Innovation

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Acted for prominent retailers, private equity funds and farming enterprises in the RSA and Africa and other clients who supply/service the

retail sector in various commercial transactions and matters. These transactions and matters cover various commercial and operational

areas including: corporate financing, JSE requirements, BEE and group restructuring, acquisitions and disposals of shareholdings in

companies and of business enterprises or business assets, lease and property sale agreements, IT transactions, supply agreements, SLAs,

manufacturing and packing agreements, and others. Some examples of these transactions and types of matters include:

Advising the Shoprite Group on the acquisition of a majority stake in RA Cellular (Pty) Ltd

Advising Pepkor on the sale of The Building Company Proprietary Limited to Capitalworks Private Equity

Advising 1K1V on its disposal of its 59% shareholding in the Consumer Profile Bureau Group (a credit bureau group in South Africa) to

Ascension private equity fund (this transaction was shortlisted for the Dealmakers BEE Deal of the Year, 2024)

Advising on manufacturing agreements and logistics services agreements for a multinational food products supplier to the retail sector

Advising financial services clients on the acquisition of independent financial service providers

Advising on supply agreements for retail clients

Advising private equity funds on their acquisition and disposal of equity stakes in technology companies in South Africa

Advising various company boards and shareholder groups on company law issues and shareholder disputes

Advising various company boards regarding corporate governance matters

*** Prior to joining Werksmans, a key member of the private equity deal team which won the Dealmakers Private Equity Deal of the Year in

2020 and 2022.

CAREER

Admitted Attorney, 2024

LLM, Stellenbosch University

LLB, Stellenbosch University

BCom (Law), Stellenbosch University

HIGHLIGHTS

Publications

https://werksmans.com/the-balancing-act-the-sharing-of-company-information-by-exiting-shareholders-with-potential-third-party-

purchasers/

https://werksmans.com/rofr-vs-rofo-navigating-restrictions-on-the-transfer-of-shares-in-private-companies/

https://werksmans.com/waive-goodbye-to-uncertainty-phoenix-salt-industries-pty-ltd-v-the-lubavitch-foundation-of-southern-africa/

https://werksmans.com/understanding-the-concept-of-the-lock-box-locked-box-mechanism-in-the-mergers-and-acquisitions-

space/https://www.werksmans.com/legal-updates-and-opinions/legal-due-diligences-for-private-equity-transactions-a-powerful-tool-if-

used-correctly/
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